Though already dismissed as a basele^ i 
rumor, the allegarion that Jack Ruby isstill 
ahve and was pven a new identity by the 
Central - Intelligence Agency was 'not 
dreamed up by the vsteran .conspiracj’ 
buffs but was, in fact, adranced by a 
former employee of the ageno- itself. The 
Ruoy story— to the effect that the CIA. in 
cooperation ; with the KGB, . sponsored 
Ruby's mu.'-der of Oswald before the laner 
cc'uld d:.sciase.damning details of U-S.-So- 
ciet intelligence iinis— has been put for- 
ward privately in recent weeks by Frank' 
Snepp. fcrmerh- of the CI.4. Snepp recently 
puo;iH.hec Decerj Ivlercxd. -a. harsh -denun- 
ciation of the CIA’s conduct in the last dat'S 
- of the Vietnam \rar. 

This allegation is surfacing just at a time 
wtien the CI.4 is mounting an ardent pub- 
iicity campaign, signaled by cover stories 
m 7 vne and to' refurbish its .. 

woebegone image. The campaign comes 
shon.y Itefore the publication of a -book 
.-.Tud ■ v-t 1 1 orobably do as much to discredit 
me CT.-. ar. c other inielligence agencies as 
any cisciosures of the last decade. ' ' . ■ 

tuaward Jay Epsieins hook Legend, on 
Lee Harvey Oswald— atjd financed by the - 
Reeder's Digest to the tune of £500.000— is 
scneduled to he published later this nhonth.: 
By all accounts, it is a detastafing portrait; 
of -the CIA, paiticularR in its response tpV 
Oswald’s as,sassination of President KeiA' : 
nedy. Conti ary' to a. report in New Times;i i 
Legend does not- 'contain an^hing alxiut'- 
Poiby, New T itnes, armed with a sixtii-hand ■ 
report of Snepp’s view’s;.' triistakeniy . ; 
ascribed them to. Epste'in. Bat directly ;' 
quoting such fpither CIA': executives as 
James Angleton as .well, as -relying -on j 
extensive information from other . CITA ] 
veterans. ' Epstein chronicles ban intelli- j 
gence nrgarjgation so decrepit, and so .! 
compromised that hhe of Jiis CIA sources " 
sen*, him a iO-page handwritten memoran- 
dum propounding, .with names and;vi\id' 
deatils. all the reasons why the CIA should - 
be abolished forthwith. For good measure ■; 
Epstein related .the intirnacy of other-UB. ’ 
agencies with‘"ihe Soviets, .feading'faim to - 
conclude that Hobverwas gaihering infor- 
mation for the Soviet Unioi>7-not as an act: 
of espionage, but as pan of regular, coop: • 
erative arrangemenis. ' 



: As he angrily denied last week that his 
book presented any* new information about 
Jack Ruby', Epstein speculated that the 
CIA is. already putting oat “inoculation ; 
'Stories,’’, as he phrased it. to discredit his 
own' chi-ges. LUs investigative mission 
has. indeed, not been vrithout problems. His 
George de , Mohrensdiildt. the . Russian 
friend of Marir^. -Oswald liwng In Dallas, : 
ware broken off when de Mohrenschildt | 
committed sacide in the brief interval ii 
wiien Elpstein went for a bicycle ride on the I* 
grounds of his Fiorina hoteL Weiie Epstein 
was conduaing interviews with 'William 
Sullivan, a former high executive in tne 
FBI, the latter had the .misfortune to be 
mistaken for a deer and was shot, dead in a 
hunting accident. ' . . - . - . ; - . 

Central to Epstein’s -inq’uiry' was' his 
research, on Lee Harvey' Oswald's . rela- 
tionship with the Soviet Union and 'the 
KGB, This led him inevitably to Francis 
Gary Powers, the U-2 pilot. Epstein con- 
ducted a n’u.mber-' of inierview-s with 
Powers, but on the evn of a meeting he had 
arranged between Powers and a former 
Marir^ in the same unit as Oswald, Powers 
was i-alled in a heficopter accident, in vviiich 
his chopper mysteriously ran .out, of fuel : 
and crashed near Los Angeles. , y 
.’The Oswaid-Powers connection, vital in ' 
assessing .exactly hovv much work Oswald 
<lid for the: ; Russians, ■ runs roughly- as 
follow-s. It Ts known that Oswald, in'Sep- 
iemborofl957, was a Marine -assigned to 
Marine Air Control Squadron No. L .This 
squadron was based af Arzugi, Japan, 
where its duties included radar scouting for 
incoming foreign aircraft. In the unit’s 
equipment; was sp^ial height-finding 
radar. Oswald,’ a trained radar operator, 
had access to this equipment. ; .; J 
Beginning- in 1957, the U-2 spy aircraft ' 
which were .making ovei-flights across the ' 
Sov'iet Union on occassion took off and; 
landed. frpm Aizugi. (Although Powers; 
denied to. -Epstein ever hav'ing been to 
Atzugi. Oswald’s Marine colleagues clearly 
remembered: encounters there . between 
Pow'ers and Oswald bur Powers was killed 
before Epstein’s arranged confrontation 
betvveen the. two. could take place.) - • 

Initially,' the U-2 pilots 6verflying;-the 
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Air . Control Squadron at .El Tord, Galifor- 
-n^In September 1959. he got a f^ardship-' : 
^^^ge .from the Marine Corps.Mx, - 

■ Soviet Union where 
he lo.d Amencan consular officials that he 

■ ^ Russians evertihina 

the. AIarine-Corps and hil 

,ipectajn-~raaar operauoiis/v,'\ ’ 

^ f^.Thharity wth^heightdindiiic 
radar gear and radar radit, codes art ■ 

. Cotarni ^ian in' esfigarion. Pdwers himsel 




i-Fowers: IVTiat brought his U-2 down? 



Powers last year with the tebcopter in which he died. 



IS tf'a: Oswald gave the Soviet officials i 
devilled technical information, which en- ' 
ahled them to shoot down the plane. And, ] 
indeed, CIA officials have subseqaentlv , 
claimed that what Oswald disclosed were i 
details of the radar counientjeasure beam i 
emitted by the U-2 wiiich would have i 
thrown Soviet tracking devices off target. ] 
Tliey suggest that once the Russians knew i 
details of the counterbeam th.ev used it to ] 
track their rocket -up to the U-f itself. . 

All of this is piizzlbig, ior it seems clear 1 



Tnere are, however, indications that the ' 
UA may have been engaged in a‘cover-up ’ 
of far. morer ludicrous inefficiency V* ' 
r^atly spoke with a former officer in the : 
Air Force who, hy reason of his intelligence '' 
duties, reported to the' National -Security-. 
Agency. At the time of tne Powers fli^t, ■' 
this officer was stationed in a U.S. listening ■ 
post at Peshawar in north Pakistan. He was 

intimately involved in intelligence tracking ^ 
of radio communications, monitoring Sovi- 
; et rocket launchings and the like,. . ' - 



. He recall^ the U-2 flights and particu- . 
; larly the -one made by Powers. He ex- 
j ;piained that the U.S, Buba Ber base ju^ 
loutside Peshawar had no airstrip and that 
I the U-2-and indeed all planes— had to land 
: and take off at the town’s civil and militarv 
^aiistrip in the . Reshawar Cantonment 
nearby. The U-2 used by Powers was stored 
the night before^ under a tarpaulin at the 
airstrip and was guarded only bv the.local 
Pakistani constabulary. The CIA. he; re- 
calls, seemed satisfied with this security. ' 
immediately;.. following ■ the . news- ^of; 
^ow ers’s descerit in the Soviet Union-there': 
was a postmoriem at Lhe base. Tne 
maintains to us that.it -became- common;' 
knowledge around the base that two Paids-- 
-lani mechanics .seen rear -the plane the - 
raght befc.re the flight had been pick^ apt 
by- Pak-istani police, -and were iater hanskd ^ 
over to Pakistan rnilitary- intelligence'and 3 
ewcuied for sabotage of the plane. ShMilv -? 
thereafter, an East German wotnaniirving.^*- 
in Deans Hotel in Peshawar/ was air^^ 3 
as the agent who had mred the E’akistaniiS 



Tuis woman was later taken iba b^^ 

crossing on the frontier between Pakistaii’S 
2nd Afghanistan and exchanged 
-Armenian agent ;wQrki.ng .for 
gerice who had penetrated die Soviet aix^- 
The eivchange, the'former Air-Force 
says, was organiaed fay the flTA^He /fan.'--) 
well recall the East German 'age^\-h?^^’ 
saocky 3&-year-old woman with dyed faJowte-^r 
hair. His conclasion, and those.'rf/l^-^' 
colleagues at the base, was tiiah the CrA|i''; 
gravely embarrassed at the securi^ 
lups in Peshawar, had gone altmg withlh^-y; 
missile taory as a cover-up. - ' 

' This account does not round with flieS 
stories put forward by' Powers himself,- bv-?' 
die CIA, or indeed by'the Soviet Union. jiU'' 
Powers knew was that there was a flash 
and his plane went down. But the Soviets 
and the Americans— nocably the CIA— had" 
reason to cooperate in saying that it was a - 
'missile that had downed the plane- the - 
Soviets exalting their missilry- and the CIA 
-avoiding unw-eicome quesiiMis about their- -■ 

; perfonnaiice at Peshawar.-: . ■ ■ 

I - Pazt of Osw'ald's si^ficance in hisiorv - 
i depends upon exactly what happened to the ' 

I U-2— whether he. indet^Kt played a crucial 
: role in abaning the Summit Conference of- 
1560 as well as in later assassinating the 
president of the United Sraies. 13 



